
question asks: "Have you ever read an authentic ac¬

count, or do you know from personal experience, of any
person ever having been injured by partaking of foods
preserved with borax or boric acid ?"
The explanatory letter states that the company "is

desirous of obtaining the opinion of the best medical
authority in the United States in reference to boron
compounds when used in quantities necessary to pre¬
serve food." For the benefit of those physicians'who
have no firm opinion of their_ own on the subject the
letter goes on to enumerate several well-known men in
Europe and in this country who, it is claimed, are

"unanimous in stating that boron compounds are in¬
nocuous when used as food preservatives." We doubt
very much whether the reputable plrysicians mentioned
care to be presented to the profession in this light.
Eminent physicians of Europe and the United States
are represented by him as favoring his theories, but
Liebreich's advocacy of boron does not seem to be shared
by his professional brethren in Germany. As is well
known, the German Imperial Board of Health has pro¬
nounced borax extremely injurious. Now comes a com¬

mission of the physicians of Berlin who have just pub¬
lished a condemnation of borax in foods in the follow¬
ing language: "The Prussian Scientific Deputation on

Medical Conditions, in a written opinion, on request of
the president of the Berlin police service, has decided
against the use of boron preparations for the preserva¬
tion of foods, because these substances, even when taken
in small quantities, are injurious to the human organ¬
ism. Further, the public is deceived by the addition of
these preservatives in regard to the quality of the de¬
based foods, since decayed and wholly inedible meat
products take on a fresh appearance as a result of the
addition of these substances so that they resemble the
unspoiled articles. The Scientific Deputation has, more¬
over, rejected the contrary conclusions received from
Herr Geheimrat Prof. Dr. Liebreich relating to the
barmlessness of boron preparations for the human or¬

ganism as being unjustified."
Allowing that the question is still unsettled, this

method of securing the endorsement of physicians for
a process of food preservation which is regarded by many
physiologists and hygienists'as injurious should not bear
much fruit. It is to be hoped that physicians will be on

their guard against inadvertently lending the use of
their names to such a bare-faced attempt to find a mar¬

ket for a chemical product in foods.

THE STUDY OF TROPICAL DISEASES.

Through the report of the Surgeon-General of the
Army, referred to editorially elsewhere, we learn that
the Army Board for the Study of Tropical Diseases
has been actively at work during the year. The first
original discovery made by the board was that of a new

blood parasite, which was designated Filaria philip-
pinensis. This new filaria, while so far as known not

pathogenic, is of interest as being of common occur-
rence among natives of the Philippine Islands. Its
presence in the mosquito, Culex fatigans, as well as its
life history in that insect, has been demonstrated. The
board has also investigated the prevalence of Entam\l=oe\ba
coli among healthy American soldiers and has found it
among a very large percentage, and demonstrated its
continued presence in the intestine for long periods with-
out producing symptoms. The board concludes that
Entam\l=oe\badysenteri\l=oe\may be readily distinguished mor-

phologically from Entam\l=oe\bacoli and is uniformly path-
ogenic. After an exhaustive study of dengue the board
was unable to find any organism in the blood of infected
persons, but has been able to reproduce the disease in
susceptible individuals by intravenous inoculation of
filtered and unfiltered blood from dengue patients. It
has been able to prove the transmission of the disease
by a mosquito, Culex fatigans, and concludes that the
disease is not contagious. Yaws has been found rather
prevalent among the natives in certain districts, and the
Treponema pertenue was found in abundance in the
lesions ; the disease was also reproduced in monkeys in¬
oculated with material from the lesions of yaws in the
human subject.

BERIBERI IN THE UNITED STATES.
There is probably little danger of the extensive spread

in most portions of our country of any introduced trop-
ical disease. Yellow fever, perhaps, might be considered
an exception, but we know better how to protect our-
selves from that than was formerly the case, and the
late experience in New Orleans shows that even if in-
troduced it can be controlled by an efficient health ad-
ministration. The habits of our people, as a rule, are
not such as to favor the virulent spread of such dis-
orders as plague, leprosy, etc., though constant vigilance
against their invasion is certainly advisable. Where
large numbers of orientals congregate, however, there is
a possibility that they may bring unwelcome diseases
which may get out of hand in such communities if over-
looked or neglected. Thus, it is not entirely satisfactory
to hear of an outbreak of beriberi among Japanese la-
borers in Nebraska, and if this disease is mosquito-born,
as some recent investigations would seem to indicate,
there is no certainty that it will confine itself to those
who bring it. It might prove an altogether more un¬

manageable affair than the plague in San Francisco,
which is now troubling our sanitary authorities, though
the outbreak is not to be considered a national danger.
We do not want beriberi in this countr}', even if it is
confined to Japanese.

ALCOHOLIC INSANITY IN FRANCE.
From official figures1 compiled under the direction of

the French ministry of the interior, of the total number
of insane in the French asylums and the proportion due
to alcoholism, it appears that out of a total of 71,551
inmates the insanity of 9,932 was credited to alcoholic
excesses, a percentage of 13.88; 7,062 were males, 2,870
females. In 3,008 alcohol was said to be the sole cause;

1. Semaine M\l=e'\d.,July 10, 1907.
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